
creating CHARACTERs
• decide what kind of character you want to create, if it’s an animal use images as reference and simplify
• experiment by drawing various body shapes, features and proportions 
• choose what clothes your character wears, if any
• get to know your character, draw them from lots of angles and in different poses and scenarios
• imagine how your character would react in different situations - act it out!
• draw your character expressing a range of emotions - happy, sad, embarrassed 
• write a character study to better understand your character
• draw them with other characters, how do they interact?

remember body language is important
body language gives life and personality to your character(s) and helps tell the story

• happy - features tend to go up. mouth smiling, head raised, upright, animated 
• sad - body tends to shrink. mouth turns down, shoulders down, limbs droop or hang
• Angry - body gets bigger. brow frowns, chest puffs up, mouth narrows, arms folded or hands on hips
• fed up - body hunches. hands in pockets, dragging feet, mouth turns down, eyes to the sky

other things to think about
• does your character remind you of anyone?
• what are their likes and dislikes?
• where do they live?
• how big or small are they?
• do they talk a lot? or are they shy?
• are they adventurous?
• what are they scared of?
• Are they a boy or girl?
• what colour are they?
• what clothes are they wearing?
• how do they react in different scenarios?
• what is their personality like?
• would you like them if you met them?
• what do they like to eat?
• do they have hopes and dreams?

creating characters is fun... enjoy it!
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