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5

irregular, incomplete, disappear, inexperience, illegal, unimportant, discontinue, 
disinterested/uninterested, irresponsible, immature, misinterpret, irreplaceable, 
uncertain, illogical, undecided, unimaginable, immortal, unnatural, impossible, 
improbable

Possible answers:
For words beginning with r add the prefix ir.
For words beginning with l add the prefix il.
For words beginning with m add the prefix im.

6

sub: A lower or secondary position.
super: Above, higher or to a greater degree. 
re: To repeat something or go back.
anti: Against or opposing.
inter: Between or among.
auto: Self or on one’s own.

1 rebuild

2 supernatural

3 internet

4 antisocial

5 subzero

6 autopilot

7

Spelling of root word doesn’t change:
considered/considering, dangerous, poisoned/poisoning/poisoner/poisonous, 
mountainous, answered/answering, 
Spelling of root word does change:
occurred/occurring, forgetting, beginning/beginner, preferred/preferring

Double the final consonant if the root word ends with one consonant, has more 
than one syllable, and the final syllable is stressed.

8

Nouns with ation: information, confirmation, interpretation, consideration, 
continuation, relaxation, experimentation, imagination, importation, conversation, 
observation
Adverbs with ly: completely, differently, extremely, famously, importantly, naturally, 
recently, conversely, specially, strangely, certainly
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9

discuss – ssion
subtract – tion
music – cian
complete – tion
comprehend – sion
describe – tion
oppose – tion
magic – cian
possess – ssion
regulate – tion
separate – tion
punctuate – tion
electric – cian
extend – sion
express  – sion

10

1p

e 2c 3i 4v

5s u p e r v i s i o n n i

s l v s

u l a i

a 6c 7d i v i s i o n

8t e l e v i s i o n s i n
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o f o n

n u n
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o
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11

1 men’s

2 children’s

3 boys’

4 Babies’

5 kids’, teachers’

6 dads’ tools

7 bakers’ cakes

8 mums’ dresses

9 teachers’ files

10 sheep’s wool

boy’s, boys’, lady’s,  ladies’, child’s, children’s, sheep’s, sheep’s

12

1 bridesmaids’ 

2 clowns’ 

3 students’ 

4 owners’

5 mice’s 

6 sisters’ 

7 parents’ 

8 girls’ 

9 geese’s

10 elves’ 

11 statues’ 

12 deer’s

13 1
week, for, break, weather, great, sea, blue, feet, towels, ate, our, rolls, bored, I, pier, 
which, so, sun, weakly, for, hour, air, scene, to

14

1 see

2 it’s

3 Everyones’

4 ilorganised

5 chefs’

6 sore

7 tuch

8 gratefull

9 supervition

10 que

Tricky sound: touch, queue
Homophone: sea, saw
Punctuation: it’s, Everyone’s, chef’s
Prefix/suffix: disorganised, grateful, supervision
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15

Adverb How did the words change? 

completely, hopefully, finally Add ‘ly’ to the root word

steadily, noisily, happily Change the ‘y’ to ‘i’ then add ‘ly’

sensibly, wriggly, gently Drop the ‘e’ then add ‘ly’

basically, frantically, dramatically Add ‘ally’ to the root word

silently, luckily, gently, oddly, happily, angrily

16

poisonous, jealous, glamorous, courageous, curious, mountainous, tremendous, 
humorous, outrageous, courteous

poisonous, mountainous
glamorous, humorous
courageous, outrageous 
curious, courteous

17

ate verbs: captivate, caffeinate, vaccinate
ise verbs: computerise, prioritise, scrutinise, apologise
ify verbs: glorify, solidify, personify, quantify
Nouns that didn’t become verbs: ceiling, carpet, truck, chair

educate, complicate, concentrate, hallucinate

18

1 modernise 

2 amplify

3 sharpen

4 widen

5 sterilise

6 initialise

7 gladden

8 justify

9 activate

10 simplify
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20

disallow, derail, overcome, return, mishandle, dislike, rebound, overwork/rework

discontinue, debug, reshoot/overshoot, miscarry, overburden, mislead, rehear/
mishear/overhear, reselect/deselect, rewind/overwind, re-embark/disembark, 
decentralise, overexcite, oversimplify, rearm/disarm

21

charge
Possible definitions:
recharge: to refill with electricity
overcharge: to charge too much money for something
turn
Possible definitions:
return: go back to a place
overturn: turn something upside down

direct
Possible definitions:
misdirect: send to the wrong place
redirect: send to a different place

print
Possible definitions:
misprint: print something incorrectly
reprint: print something again

stock
Possible definitions:
restock: get in new goods or supplies
overstock: get in too many goods or supplies

‘re’ can be attached to the most verbs

l t

w h i t e n

p v r

u e r

r m a d d e n i

i i f p

f c y a

h y p n o t i s e m c

a a i

t x f

e l e c t r i f y

m

c l a r i f y

s

g l a m o r i s e

1 2

3

4

5

8 9

10

11

12

6
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1 dislodge

2 enraging

3 mistreated

4 declutter

5 overindulge

6 entrusted

7 deboned

8 regained

9 disinfects

10 reliving

11 overflowed

12 misjudged

23

re/in/fect – re-infect
de/ac/ti/vate – de-activate
re/as/sem/ble – re-assemble
re/arm – re-arm
re/ac/cus/tom – re-accustom
co/e/dit – co-edit
re/as/sess – re-assess
pre/em/mi/nent – pre-eminent
co/opt – co-opt
re/in/sure – re-insure
de/ink – de-ink
de/i/on/ise – de-ionise
co/in/ha/bit – co-inhabit
re/en/code – re-encode
re/em/bark – re-embark

24

mis-step, over-react, over-ripen, mis-shapen, mis-select, over-reach, mis-send, over-
ride, dis-satisfy, over-run

mishandle, mishear

co-star, pre-arrange, co-exist, co-sign, preoccupy, pre-order, co-ordinate



7Scholastic English Skills    Spelling and Vocabulary    Workbook    Year 5

Page Q Answer

26

27

1 suspicious 

2 infectious

3 spacious

4 vicious

5 repetitious 

6 cautious

7 Officious

8 nutritious

9 contentious

10 auspicious

28

1 conscious 

2 fictitious

3 conscientious

4 facetious

5 scrumptious

29
partial, financial, substantial, palatial, residential, official, essential, artificial, crucial, 
potential, confidential, social

30
cial: social, judicial, crucial, official, sacrificial, artificial
tial: partial, martial, residential, potential, substantial, torrential, sequential, 
impartial, confidential, essential

v i

a u d a c i o u s n

c f

f r a c t i o u s e

m t o u c

a r u p t

l o s d e l i c i o u s

i c r o

c o n s c i o u s s u

i o t s

o u i

u s t

s c o n s c i e n t i o u s

o

a v a r i c i o u s

s

1 2

3

4

7

9

10
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8

5 6
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1 financial 

2 initial

3 commercial

4 palatial

5 beneficial

6 provincial

7 financial

8 beneficial

9 palatial

10 commercial

32

abundant, ignorant, important, dependant, hesitant

1 abundant 

2 ignorant

3 important

4 dependant

5 hesitant

33

ant, ance or ancy
If the root word ends in y, drop the y and add i: reliance 
If the word ends with ation, replace with ance or ancy: vacancy
If the word ends with ure, drop the e: insurance
If the word ends with ear, simply add ance or ancy: appearance
ent, ence, ency
If the word ends with a soft c, soft g or qu: recent, agent, frequent
If the syllable before is id: confidence
If the root word ends with ere or er: reference, interference
If the word ends with ment: payment
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35

lazier, laziest, lazily, laziness
sturdier, sturdiest, sturdily, sturdiness
taller, tallest, tallness
funnier, funniest, funnily, funniness
gentler, gentlest, gently, gentleness
happier, happiest, happily, happiness
meaner, meanest, meanly, meanness
madder, maddest, madly, madness
heavier, heaviest, heavily, heaviness
wetter, wettest, wetly, wetness
earlier, earliest, earliness

block, like, polite, scale, imagine, free

r

a

d

i p d

f r a g r a n c e i

n o s

t f r e q u e n t

i a b s e n t

v a c a n c y o n

i b t

e x c e l l e n c e

n d

e l e g a n c y i

y e

n

t

1

2 3

4

5

7

9

10

8
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38

Cinderella was the prettyest girl in all the land but her beauty was hidden behind 
the scruffiest clothes and the sadest of faces. Her unhappiness was due to her ugly 
sisters’ lazyness which meant that poor Cinders worked from dawn to dusk to keep 
their house cleanner and tidier than any other.

 When Cinderella heard that the Prince was holding a ball, she was hopefull 
that she might be allowed to go. Dreaming of danceing in the moonlight kept her 
going while sweepping, polishing and scrubbing.

 It was an inescapeable fact that she had no fine dress to wear, but she kept 
hopeing for a miracle. Luckyly her fairy godmother came to the rescue.

prettiest – ‘y’ changes to ‘i’ when adding a suffix beginning with a vowel
saddest – final consonant doubles after short vowel
cleaner – only one consonant after long vowel sound
hopeful – full loses an ‘l’ when it is a suffix
dancing – drop ‘e’ before adding suffix beginning with vowel
sweeping – only one consonant after long vowel sound
inescapable – drop ‘e’ before adding suffix beginning with vowel
luckily – ‘y’ changes to ‘i’

1 2

3

4

7

8

9

10

5 6

u d

n i

a s s

n u a u i b

t i n t n n e

i r s i m p e r s o n a l

c r u s m i i

l e c f p n e

o s c i l c v

c p e e o e e

k o s d y r d

w n s m i

i n s u f f i c i e n t l y

s i u n y

e b l t

l

u n d e r r a t e d

1

3

4
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9
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8

5 6
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39
leaves, cliffs, wolves, shelves, cuffs, wives, hooves, elves, sniffs, selves, calves, lives, 
thieves, puffs, scarves, toffs, sheaves, whiffs, earmuffs

40

1 box, hoax, reflex – words ending in ‘x’ add ‘es’ 

2 church, match, stitch – words ending in ‘ch’ add ‘es’

3 wish, radish, splash – words ending in ‘sh’ add ‘es’

5 kiss, compass, dress – words ending in ‘ss’ add ‘es’

6 essay, delay, valley – words ending in ‘ay’ or ‘ey’  add ‘s’

7 Studio, embryo, patio – words ending in ‘io’ or ‘yo’ add ‘s’

8 volcano, hero, torpedo – words ending in a consonant and ‘o’ add ‘es’

41

podia, stadia, media, data, diagnoses, ellipses, parentheses, oases, formulae, larvae, 
nuclei, fungi, stimuli, indices, crises, vertebrae, bacteria, criteria, phenomena, cacti, 
octopi, curricula, theses, appendices

42

Possible answers: 

blackball, blackmail, brainstorm, earthquake, eyewitness, hedgehog, highball, 
highway, jackpot, jigsaw, leapfrog, lipstick, peppermint, rainbow, rainstorm, 
saucepan, scarecrow, snowball, snowstorm, sundial, supermarket, toothpick, 
wheelchair

43

firearm, armband, bandmaster, masterpiece, piecemeal, mealtime, timetable, 
tableware, warehouse, housework, workhorse, horseplay, playground, groundnut, 
nutcase, caseload, loadstone, stonewall, wallpaper, paperback, backbone, bonefish, 
fisheye, eyeball

e s t i m u l i d a t a p b f o m s

j a u p v p e a g a k a a l o a a e

u n p c e h b j a n i e r s r s y s

d q o r a e i w h d u o e y m e i o

c w d i k n s j a i s f n g u s y n

r r i t e o o t i h t g t a l j s g

i a a e w m s w f q h k h t a a e a

s v e r t e b r a e e u e h e m c i

e b h i p n z n q j s d s w n d i d

s t m a h a v k s k e m e d i a d e

c u r r i c u l a a s b s n l j n a

a e k p t a e h i z i e l c u n i v

c w s e s p i l l e a f s k l v q r

t n h w a a p p e d i c e s p y k a

i p o t c o a i o a i r e t c a b l



12Scholastic English Skills    Spelling and Vocabulary    Workbook    Year 5

Page Q Answer

44

2 imagine

3 please

4 know

5 person

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

imagination imagine

imaginative  
imaginable  
unimaginable 
imaginary

unimaginably

pleasure displeasure please
displease

unpleasant  
pleasant
pleasing  
pleasurable

pleasantly  
unpleasantly

knowledge 
unknown know

known 
knowing  
knowledgeable 
unknown

knowingly  
unknowingly 
knowledgeably

person
personality  
personification

personalise 
personify

personal  
impersonal  
personable

personally

45

Possible answers:
able: disability, inability, unable, disabled, enable, disable, ably, enabling
study: student, studies, studiousness, studious, studied, studiously, studying
decide: decision, indecision, decided, undecided, decisive, decidedly, decisively, 
indecisive, indecisively
sense: nonsense, sensible, sensibly, sensibility, sensitivity, senseless, sensitive, 
sensitise, desensitise, sensitively
solve: solvent, solvency, unsolved, solvent, solvable, dissolve

49

humanoid – like a human
xenophobia – fear of foreigners or strangers
seismograph – device for recording the size of an earthquake
monologue – speech or play for one actor 
psychologist – person who studies behaviour
cardiogram – drawn record of heartbeats
bibliophile – person who loves and collects books
aquarium – glass-sided tank where water animals are kept

50

microbe, microlight, microscopic
decade, decagon, decathlon
geode, geography, geology
nautical, nautilus, nausea

52
All the words relate to ‘easy’ or making something easy in some way.

horse, sister, father, month, sheep, behaviour, son, brother, mother, daughter, ghost, 
earth, child
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Last week we went to the coast for a short break. My uncle has a new motorcar 
so he was keen to take the four of us on its maiden voyage! However, with only 
two doors and a tiny boot, there was no room for all our luggage. Since the 
weather was looking good, it seemed fair to leave behind some luxuries such as 
umbrellas and rain coats! Oh boy! If only we’d heard the forecast that morning! 
By the time we were half way there, it was bucketing down and didn’t stop for the 
whole weekend. Fortunately, I had lots to read and my ever-helpful stationery box 
so I could write the first draft of this story. 

55

led, past, wood, aloud, alter, guest, assent, bridal, compliment, serial

f w r y k a w o o d m s

s x j p a d k w c j a e

g a r h e s q z v a l r

q u a l a b s w v i o i

h a e d h r s e a y u a

u h i s e i s k n c d l

n c h t t d s p s t a o

e s l a h a k n a a h g

a a a j k l a l h s w v

h c o m p l i m e n t a

o d h d f h k b w k f b

l g n a k l x a d n g b
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1 advise 

2 wary

3 dissent

4 desert

5 proceed

6 devise

7 affect

8 except

9 poor

10 our

11 illegible

12 weir

13 ensure

14 cents

57

we’re – wear, they’re – their, I’ll – isle, you’re – your
it’s – its, we’ve – weave, who’s – whose, we’ll – wheel, we’re - were

1 their, they’re

2 we’re, wear

3 He’ll, heel, heal

4 It’s, its

59

knit, loch, isle, hymn, castle, lamb, palm, gnat

Silent k
knit

knuckle

Silent c
loch

muscle

Silent s
isle

viscount

Silent n
hymn

column

Silent t
castle
fasten

Silent b
lamb
subtle

Silent l
palm

Silent g
gnat

foreign

subtle, fasten, column, viscount, foreign, knuckle, muscle

60

knew – knight, rhyme – stomach, muscle – ancient, foreign – sovereign, island – 
debris, solemn – column, listen – whistle, doubt – crumb

knuckle – knit, vehicle – rhythm,  yacht – conscience, neighbour – daughter, aisle – 
viscount  

62

interfere, apparent, definitely, awkward
especially, restaurant, shoulder, amateur
category, cemetery, equipped, dictionary 

literally, sincerely, solitary, temporary, (‘stationary’ is correct but can also be 
spelled ‘stationery’), contrary
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develop, committee, frequently, signature, restaurant, occupy, embarrass

queue = 1
pri/vi/lege = 3
ex/pla/na/tion = 4
bruise = 1
ac/com/mo/da/tion = 5

64

1 fleas, trees

2 recognise, disastrous

3 physical, physician

4 exaggerate, existence

5 yacht

6 stomach

7 loch

8 ache

9 especially

10 believe

11 appreciate

12 caffeine

13 guarantee

66
cemetery, communicate, embarrass, exaggeration, excellent, foreign, government, 
hindrance, interrupt, marvellous, mischievous, neighbour, occur, parliament, 
privilege, pronunciation, restaurant

67

Possible answers:
controversy, n. a lot of disagreement or argument about something
environment, n. area in which something exists, lives or works
guarantee, n. a promise that something will be done or will happen; v: to promise 
something is true or will happen 
nuisance, n. a person, thing or situation that irritates or causes problems
profession, n.  job that needs special training or skills, such as a doctor or lawyer
sacrifice, n. something valuable given up to achieve something; v. the act of giving  
it up

69

Possible answers (there is no absolutely correct order as people may interpret shades 
of meaning differently):
sad, gloomy, despondent, woeful – adjective
happy, jovial, ecstatic, blissful – adjective
cross, fractious, incensed, enraged – adjective
kind, benevolent, magnanimous, munificent – adjective
humdrum, boring, dreary, tedious – adjective
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Colethatch Cottage
Lane End

Peterborough

25 January

Dear Councillor Smithson

We have started a organic vegetable garden at our school with a special worm farm 
which helps us make compost.

We realised it would be beneficial after watching a programme on healthy eating, 
especially the importance of fresh food. The whole community is volunteering just 
an hour each week in exchange for surplus produce. It turns out that fresh broccoli 
and salad is delicious as well as nutritious.

It was a bit disastrous at first because slugs and snails wouldn’t stop nibbling our 
cabbage and lettuce. We learnt that slugs and snails are gastropods (which means 
stomach foot). We took a vote and decided not to kill them as they can be useful 
in the right place. We take turns patrolling the garden and scooping them up to 
relocate them to the compost heap. They’re brilliant there.

We would like to invite you to our special event to cut the giant green ribbon 
declaring our garden officially open.

Yours sincerely

Tarryn Marx
Class 5
Hazlewood Primary

72

1 “Drat! I’ll have to rewrite the entire letter,” moaned Marvin.

2 Joanie whispered, “Don’t worry – we’ll do it together.”

3 “What do you think you’re doing?” shrieked Mum. “That’s not allowed!”

4 A voice quavered out of the darkness, murmuring, “Who’s there?”

5 Mr Lawrence marked Jonas’s maths exam. He passed.

6 “Don’t let the dogs out!” shouted the janitor. “They bite!”
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Hi Arthur 

[new paragraph] Thanks for your/the email asking me to go with you to the football 
final. [or semi-colon/dash and no capital for ‘it’s’] It’s something I’ve always wanted 
to do.

[new paragraph] I’ll meet you at Wembley underground tube station at 3 o’clock. Will 
you bring the two tickets with you? 

[new paragraph] I’m going to borrow Ashley’s raincoat as the weather forecast says 
it might rain. 

[new paragraph] Thanks a million! 

[new paragraph] Jasper

74
breathtaking, charming, enchanting, amiable, genial, refreshing, elegant, 
magnificent, considerate, appropriate, resplendent, cordial, relaxing, soothing, 
appetising

78

accommodate, accompany, according, achieve, aggressive, amateur, ancient, 
apparent, appreciate, average, attached, available, awkward, bargain, bruise, 
category, controversy, convenience, correspond, criticise, curiosity, definite, 
desperate, determined, develop, dictionary, disastrous, embarrass, equipment, 
especially, exaggerate, excellent, existence, familiar, foreign, forty, frequently, 
government, guarantee, harass

79

hindrance, identity, immediately, interfere, interrupted, language, leisure, lightning, 
marvellous, mischievous, muscle, necessary, neighbour, nuisance, occupy, occur, 
opportunity, parliament, persuade, physical, prejudice, privilege, profession, 
programme, recommend, relevant, restaurant, rhyme, rhythm, sacrifice, secretary, 
shoulder, signature, sincere, soldier, stomach, sufficient, suggest, symbol, system, 
temperature, thorough, twelfth, variety, vegetable, vehicle, yacht


