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Level

Common European Framework level A2
This level is suitable for teenage students who have been learning English for at least two years,
and assumes a knowledge of approximately 1000 headwords. It corresponds to level 2 of the
Scholastic Readers series.

What are the Scholastic DVD
Readers?

Using your Scholastic DVD
Reader

The Scholastic DVD Readers are a series of nonfiction graded readers with supporting DVD material.
Based on popular TV factual series and documentary
films, the Scholastic DVD Readers present teenage
students with engaging content that covers a range
of curriculum content areas.

The Scholastic DVD Readers are suitable for students
to use autonomously or in class.
Autonomous reading
Each student chooses a title that appeals to them
personally and reads at home, watching the DVD
clips after finishing each chapter and completing the
activities. Teacher provides answer key for checking.

The reader itself tells the story of the episode or
film in graded language, providing students with
background information and context, as well as
language support, before they watch the clips
that follow each chapter. The DVD clips are taken
from the original TV show or film and expose
students to authentic English, supported by a
simplified voiceover and subtitle option, and
provide an excellent opportunity for audio-visual
comprehension practice.
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Class / teacher-led reading
You will usually need two forty-minute classes to
complete a chapter. Use the Word Bank page to
introduce the new vocabulary before students read
the chapter independently. Set a time limit. (Early
finishers could read one of the Fact File pages.)
Students watch the DVD clips together, answer the
activities and discuss the chapter as a class.
Autonomous & class reading
Choose a reader that will interest your students.
Read the Preview page and watch the first clip in
class, then set a class reading schedule. For example,
students read a chapter for homework, then watch
the DVD in class together, completing the activities.
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STRUCTURE OF A DVD READER
The structure of each DVD Reader is carefully conceived so that students gain optimum benefit from
their reading and watching experience.
Read
Preview page

Word
Bank 1
(new
vocabulary)

Read
Chapter 1

Watch
DVD clips and
complete
activities

Word
Bank 2

Read
Chapter 2 etc.

Read
Fact File

Afterreading:
Self-Study
Activities

Watch the
Conversational
Language clip

Read
Fact File

Preview (pages 4–5)

Word Bank

Students should read the Preview page before
beginning the reader. This section provides
background information to the TV show or film and
presents the overall themes, the main characters
and locations. After reading, students watch a short
introductory DVD clip. The clip is accompanied by a
while-watching comprehension question.

Each chapter is preceded by a Word Bank which
presents the content area vocabulary that will
appear in the chapter that follows and on the DVD
voiceover. Students should familiarise themselves
with the new words, using a dictionary if necessary
to check meaning, before reading the chapter.
In later chapters, Vocabulary Review activities
are provided. These review vocabulary from the
preceding Word Banks and chapters.
CHAPTER
1 1Clips 2 & 3
CHAPTER

WORD BANK 1
air (n) (U)

What are these words in your language?

I love planes. I always travel by air.

SAILING

brave (adj) / bravery (n) (U)
Firefighters are very brave.

competitor / competition (n)
There were eight competitors in the 100-metre race.

emergency (n)
It’s an emergency! She's fallen in the river and can’t swim.

flare (n)

life-raft (n)

fuel (n) (U)

sail (n & v)

lead (v) / leader (n)

The car stopped because it had no more fuel.
Josie is in first place. She’s leading.

pilot (n)
The pilot flew the plane through the storm.

position (n)
I’ve drawn his position on the map. He’s fifteen kilometres east of us.

race (n & v)

yacht (n)

repair (v)
I’ve broken the chair. Now I’ll have to repair it.

survive (v)
Three people died in the car accident. The driver survived.

tie (v)
Tie the dog to the tree so it doesn’t run away.

weak (adj)
sink (v)

supplies (pl) (n)

I can’t run today. I haven't eaten and I feel too weak.
U = Uncountable
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Chapters

Fact Files

Each reader is divided into three or four chapters.
The function of each chapter is: to provide students
with extensive reading practice, to enrich their
understanding of the topic through extension
material, and to act as comprehension support
to students before they watch the corresponding
DVD clips.

Each DVD Reader contains two magazine-style
Fact Files, with further cross-curricular or crosscultural information on the topic. Each Fact File has
a discussion question which can be used by the
teacher in class. After reading the Fact Files, students
answer the corresponding comprehension questions
in the Self-Study Activities.

After reading each chapter, students watch one
longer or two short clips from the DVD.

FACT FILE

SAVING LIVES
Every year, rescue teams around the world save
thousands of lives. They rescue people on land,
at sea and in the air. How do they know when
someone needs help? And how do they reach them?

Watching the DVD clips
The DVD clips are usually between two and
three minutes long and link directly with
the chapter that the students have just read. They
contain a simplified voiceover containing structures
and vocabulary familiar to students as well as the
authentic English dialogue. The DVD menu contains
a subtitle option for each clip.

Calling for help
‘Where are you?’ This is the
most important question
for a rescue team. Today,
calling for help is easier
because most people
carry a mobile phone.
But what if you are in a
place where your mobile
phone doesn’t work?

The international call for help from a ship or
plane is Mayday! Around the world, radios for
sending mayday calls work on 406 MHz.
At sea a person can use an epirb to send rescuers
their position. It even works under water.

Mountain teams
Avalanches kill 150 people each
year. Many more people have injuries
from winter sports or from falling or
becoming lost in the mountains. Most
of these accidents happen in the
Alps mountains in Europe. There are
more than 1,400 mountain rescues in
Switzerland every year.
If someone is in trouble in a mountain
area, it is often very difficult to find or
reach them. So mountain rescue teams
use dogs who can find people by

following their smell. The dogs often
carry supplies to the people. Then a
helicopter completes the rescue.

Firefighters
Australia has the largest number of
bushfires in the world. The hot, dry
weather means that fires can start
easily. Sometimes fires travel very
quickly and people can’t escape
from their homes.

Flares fly up high when
people light them.
Rescuers can see them
from far away.

Air-sea rescue
Air-sea rescue teams include helicopter pilots and
trained swimmers. Countries with long coastlines,
like Australia, Canada, the USA and Britain, spend a lot
of money on air-sea rescue. Teams are very expensive
but there are also voluntary rescue teams in most
towns near the sea.
Most rescues at sea follow accidents on boats. Teams
also answer calls about swimmers who have gone
too far out to sea.

We recommend playing each clip three times, twice
with subtitles as students familiarise themselves with
the content, and once without, depending on the
confidence and overall level of the class.

Would you
like to be in a
rescue team?
Why / Why not?

Australia’s worst bushfire was ‘Black
Saturday’ in February, 2009 in the
south-east of the country. Firefighters
rescued a lot of people from their
homes but they couldn’t reach
everyone. This terrible fire killed 173
people and destroyed 1,800 homes.
What do these words mean? You can use a dictionary.
coastline voluntary avalanche bushfire destroy
17
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Self-Study Activities (pages 46–7)
After completing the reader and watching the DVD
clips, the students can complete the self-study
activities. These provide further activities on the story
as a whole, as well as exploiting the two Fact Files
and presenting a short writing task.

Students should complete the DVD activities in the
reader, as they watch the clips. The first activity is a
while-watching activity; the second activity poses
a slightly higher level of challenge, requiring closer
attention to the content of the DVD. The section
is usually rounded off by a freer activity which
encourages students to think about what they have
learnt and relate it to their own experience.

Conversational Language

(page 48)
The DVD clips provide a great opportunity to expose
students to chunks of colloquial language in context.
The final clip on the DVD pulls out a selection of
conversational language from the preceding clips.
Students watch the
clips, then complete
AL LANGUAGE
CONVERSATION
the activities.

Please note As the clips contain real English, the

dialogue may sometimes be fast and colloquial.
Students do not have to understand every word that
is being spoken and the accompanying activities are
designed so that students focus on the salient points
within the clip.

CLIP 10

1 Watch the clip. What do you say in these situations? Match the
situations and the conversational language.
a) After studying very hard, your
i) ‘He’s 100%
best friend has just passed an
behind me.’
important exam.
b) You are playing a game of football
ii) ‘I think she’s
when a player on the other team
forty, roughly.’
touches the ball with his hands.
c) Your dad wants you to do well at
iii) ‘Hey, ref! That’s a
running. He comes to watch
free kick to us!’
every race.
d) ‘How old do you think my
iv) ‘Give yourself a
mum is?’ your friend asks.
pat on the back!’
2 Complete the sentences with the conversational language.
a) Tom: Well, the teams are here but we can’t start the game.
Joe: Why not?
Tom: The _________________ hasn’t arrived!

Do you have any feedback on your
Scholastic DVD Reader? Let us know at:

b) Lynn: Miranda’s just won the race! Come on, everyone.
Let's all give her a _________________
c) Sam: Do you really think I can win this game?
Tess: Of course I do. We're _________________

readers@link2english.com

d) Pete: How much do tickets cost?
Dave: I’m not sure … £25, _________________

48
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ANSWER KEY
999 EMERGENCY
PREVIEW

CHAPTER 2, DVD ACTIVITIES

(page 5)

(page 24)

CLIP 1

CLIP 4
1 a) four times b) fifty boys c) six boys
d) on his back e) red f ) seventeen
g) his back

The Southern Ocean is dangerous because there are
strong winds and very high waves.

CHAPTER 1, DVD ACTIVITIES

2 a) collect b) dead c) stop d) burns e) here
f ) save

(page 14)

CLIP 2

3 Students’ own answers.

1 a) stopping b) months c) yellow d) sixteen
e) Equator f ) hard

CHAPTER 2, DVD ACTIVITIES
(page 25)

2 a) iv b) ii c) i d) v e) iii

CLIP 5

3 Students’ own answers.

1 The correct order is: c, b, a, f, d and e.

CHAPTER 1, DVD ACTIVITIES

2 a) help b) fighting c) breathing d) winning
e) recover f ) remember

(page 15)

CLIP 3

3 Students’ own answers.

1 a) False (Raphael was 1,100 kilometres north of
Antarctica.)
b) True
c) False (A large wave took the life-raft away from
him.)
d) False (The plane dropped supplies to Raphael.)
e) True
f ) False (Raphael stayed in Hobart, but Pete stayed
on his boat.)

CHAPTER 3,WORD BANK 3
(page 27)

VOCABULARY REVIEW
1 a) yacht b) fuel c) position d) competition
e) heart f ) injuries

3 Students’ own answers.

2 a) helicopter (not life-raft)
b) flash (not flare)
c) operation (not position)
d) stretcher (not thermal)
e) earth (not air)

CHAPTER 2,WORD BANK 2

CHAPTER 3, DVD ACTIVITIES

2 a) 3 b) 7 c) 19,000 d) 10 e) 150,000

(page 19)

(page 34)

VOCABULARY REVIEW

CLIP 6

1 a) burned / burnt b) sinks c) repair d) breathe
e) recovered f ) survived g) tie h) leading

1 a) True b) False (It was blue.) c) True d) True
e) False (The other paragliders landed a few hours
later.)
f ) False (He tried to use his radio to call the others
but it didn’t work.)

2 a) pilot b) race c) give up d) supplies
e) heart f ) difficult

2 a) quiet b) beautiful c) great d) terrible
3 Students’ own answers.
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ANSWER KEY
999 EMERGENCY
CHAPTER 3, DVD ACTIVITIES

SELF-STUDY ACTIVITIES

(page 35)

(pages 46–7)
1 a) Possible answers: It is a very long race. You have
to sail alone and you can’t stop. It goes through
the most dangerous ocean in the world.
b) He was the only person who could reach him
in time.
c) When his father opened his eyes in hospital.
d) two times
e) He was part of a paragliding competition.
f ) He couldn’t reach his radio.
g) The Galapagos Islands
h) They were both very weak.

CLIP 7
1 a) three b) four c) three
d) It took him to hospital.
e) It took eighteen hours.
f ) (wheelchair) basketball
g) Pat’s wife
2 All the adjectives are in the clip except for
dangerous and dirty.
3 Students’ own answers.

CHAPTER 4,WORD BANK 4

2 a) 173 b) 2009 c) Australia d) 150 e) 1,400
f ) Alps g) 406

(page 39)

VOCABULARY REVIEW

3 a) False (He lost his arm.)
b) False (A few years after the accident, he
travelled down the Zambezi in a kayak.)
c) False (She was lost for ten days.)
d) True
e) True
f ) False (The rescue began two days later.)
g) False (He was the miners’ leader.)

1 a) brave b) weak c) whale d) strikes
e) unconscious f ) leader g) an emergency
2 a) iii parachute b) i burns c) iv safety pin
d) iii sore e) ii yacht

CHAPTER 4, DVD ACTIVITIES
(page 44)

4 a) lightning b) The USA c) skydiving
d) BMX biking e) France

CLIP 8
1 a) sailing b) seven c) Maurice d) south
e) Maralyn f ) everything g) close h) nobody

5 Students’ own answers.

CONVERSATIONAL LANGUAGE

2 These were in the boat: books, cooker, cups,
cupboards, plates

(page 48)

CLIP 10

3 Students’ own answers.

1 a) iv b) iii c) i d) ii

CHAPTER 4, DVD ACTIVITIES

2 a) ref
b) pat on the back.
c) 100% behind you.
d) roughly.

(page 45)

CLIP 9
1 a) iii b) iii c) iii d) ii
2 a) rainwater b) fish c) a hole
d) They fished and consumed (ate) the fish.
e) Maralyn
f ) The hardest part of the rescue was climbing up
the ladder up the side of the ship.
3 Students’ own answers.
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